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petrators, depending for help, should they enter into a pre-
mature engagement with them, upon the different camps
of their tribe, to whom runners had been sent during the
night. They had not proceeded far on the deep-beaten
trail of their enemies, when they beheld one of their num-
ber who had been left in the rear, walking leisurely along;
perfectly deaf and unconscious to the approach of the aven-
ging Ojibways, he fell an easy victim under their toma-
hawks.

They still ran on, till hearing a distant halloo, which
was repeated nearer and nearer, they hid themselves in
the deep snow near the trail.

The O-dug-am-ees having stopped to smoke, and missing
one of their number, first hallooed to him, and on his not
answering, they sent two of their young men to go back
and bring him up. These two men were dispatched by
the ambushed Ojibways, and as they too, did not return,
the impatient O-dug-am-ees sent three more of their party
to go and see what kept them, and they likewise met the
same fate as their fellows. DBecoming yet more impatient
for the return of their companions, a large number of the
O-dug-am-ees arose and ran back in search of them. On
these, the ambushed Ojibways were obliged to fire, and
immediately retreating, a running fight commenced. The
whole force of their enemies now hearing the firing of
guns, joined their fellows,and the Ojibways would soon
have been annihilated, had not a large party of their friends,
guided by the noise of the fight, arrived to their rescue.
This timely reinforcement wisely ambushed themselves
behind the trees near the trail, and as the O-dug-am-ees were
eagerly following the retreating party, the hidden Ojib-
ways fell on them with great fury, and in the first surprise
succeeded in killing a large number, and they eventually
forced the remainder to retreat and fly back to their vil-
lages with the black paint of mourning on their faces.



